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lwakuma matata: It means no-hitter

Veteran missed more than two months due to injury,
was considered a trade chip at Deadline

D

Ilwakuma tosses no-no 4:50

8/12/15: Hisashi Iwakuma goes the distance and pitches his first career no-hitter against the Orioles, the fifth in Mariners history

Andrew Erickson / MLB.com

SEATTLE -- Nearing the non-waiver Trade Deadline, Mariners fans thought Hisashi
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Iwakuma might be history, a trade chip with a soon-to-expire contract that could have b
used to acquire prospects.

Instead, the Mariners held on to the 34-year-old, and he made history. On Wednesday, th
were rewarded with the fifth no-hitter in franchise history and the third ever by a Japanese
pitcher (Hideo Nomo threw two) in a 3-0 victory over the Orioles at Safeco Field.

« A DomiNoNo has been delivered: Win free pizza

It was a moment that hardly could have been imaginable early in the season, when lwaku
struggled in his first three starts before being placed on the disabled list with a strained rig
latissimus dorsi muscle. Even after his return in early July, he struggled in his first start,
allowing five runs on eight hits in a loss to the Tigers before starting to find his form.

"I missed a lot of time in the first half, two and a half months that | couldn't help my team a
all," Iwakuma said through interpreter Antony Suzuki. "That's all | have in mind, come bac
and give it all I've got. Every start | have, make up for the lost time that I've had the first ha
and do everything to contribute for the team."

Iwakuma on tossing no-hitter

8/12/15: Hisashi lwakuma talks about securing his first career no-hitter against the Orioles, then receives a celebra

shower

When asked about the possibility of the Mariners trading Iwakuma away at the Trade
Deadline on July 31, Mariners manager Lloyd McClendon said he doesn't discuss trades
publicly. But he made it pretty clear how he felt about having Iwakuma on his team.

"l would've been going with him," McClendon said
with a laugh.
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Even with a return to form and strong starts each
of his last two times out, McClendon said
Iwakuma wasn't the guy in his rotation he

expected to throw a no-hitter. Taijuan Walker Reign in Seattle

and Mike Montgomery have thrown one-
hitters this season and Felix Hernandez has
the only perfect game in franchise history, but no-
hitters are harder to come by for finesse pitchers
like lwakuma.

Iwakuma said he doesn't remember carrying a
no-hitter beyond the fifth inning of any game and
that his 116-pitch, seven-strikeout performance
came as a surprise.

"To be honest with you, | never thought that |
would accomplish this no-hitter. A lot of that goes
to my teammates who played great defense
today," lwakuma said. "My family that was there
today, | felt strong with them being around. | felt
the fans a lot toward the end especially. It means
a lot to me accomplishing this in a Seattle
Mariners uniform."

Seager's over-the-shoulder grab

8/12/15: Kyle Seager makes an over-the-shoulder grab on a fg

ball for the first out of the 9th, extending Hisashi Iwakuma's no

bid

Complete coverage

* lwakuma no-hits O's, tosses 5th in team
history

* Mariners hold on to Kuma, rewarded with
no

e lwakuma joins Nomo among Japanese
legends
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* DYK: Facts, stats from Iwakuma's no-no

» Sucre steps up with big call
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*« Jones on Kuma's no-no: 'He threw his gam
* Latest no-no means free pizza

* Complete list of no-hitters by team

e Full game coverage

Multimedia

. lwakuma completes no-no
iAII 27 outs

- Seager's over-the-shoulder grab
- Iwakuma discusses feat

- Must C: lwakuma's no-hitter
iComplete game highlights
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Iwakuma accomplished the feat thanks in large part to a devastating splitter that catcher

Jesus Sucre said he called more and more as the game went along. lwakuma issued t
walks in the fourth, but he retired 14 of the final 15 hitters he faced.

"I thought in the fifth inning, his stuff was really sharp, his split was coming out very crisp,
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McClendon said. "You never know, but | said, 'He may have a shot here."

Iwakuma said he thought the no-hitter might be in jeopardy when the ball came off Geral
Parra's bat with two outs in the ninth and started to break toward the left-center gap.
Instead, Austin Jackson closed his glove on the final out and the historic moment was
preserved.

"l was like, 'Uh-oh." Right when | saw Jackson show his glove in the air, | was like, 'Yes,™
Iwakuma said. "I can't find the words to express my feelings. I'm just truly happy."”

Andrew Erickson is an associate reporter for MLB.com. This story was not subject to the
approval of Major League Baseball or its clubs.
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