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Jordan connects vs. Big Unit

By Greg Boeck, USA TODAY

PHOENIX — To improve his mobility, Los Angeles Dodgers left
fielder Brian Jordan lost 20 pounds during the winter — but he
didn't lose his eye against Randy Johnson. Hitting against the
Arizona Diamondbacks five-time Cy Young Award winner is one of
baseball's nastiest chores, but it was just another productive

afternoon at the ballpark Monday for Jordan. (Related item: Game

report)
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Los Angeles
starter Hideo
Nomo works to
the
Diamondbacks
during his
Opening Day
four-hitter in
Phoenix. The
Dodgers beat
Arizona 8-0 as
Randy
Johnson took
the loss.

Paul Connors,
AP

Jordan raised his career batting average against Johnson to .333
(13-for-39) with a single, a homer and three RBI in an 8-0 kickoff to
the NL West race.

"We didn't do anything wrong," Dodgers manager Jim Tracy said.

The game also produced another win for Hideo Nomo. Jordan
spoiled Johnson's day at the plate and the Dodgers right-hander
stole his thunder on his own mound with a four-hit, seven-strikeout
shutout.

Nomo closed 2002 14-1 in his last 26 starts. He hasn't lost since
July 16, 2002. "Nomo took a five-month rest and picked up right
where he left off,” Tracy said.

So did Jordan. He was the NL player of the month in September
with a .347 batting average, seven doubles, five homers and 30
RBI.

The big finishes by both, however, weren't enough to overcome
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MEW E-MAIL the D'backs, who had the final word last season with another = American League capsules
GeT NEWS division championship. But the Dodgers, who missed the playoffs
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inbox

with a third-place finish behind wild-card San Francisco, fired the
first salvo in 2003.

"It's only one game, but we know we can challenge anybody," Jordan said.

Jordan welcomed the new season with a run-scoring, two-out single in the first after Shawn Green doubled.
The defining moment came in the sixth. With two out, a Dodger at third, first base open and the righty-
swinging Jordan up, D'backs manager Bob Brenly visited Johnson on the mound. Pitch to Jordan or walk him
and face left-handed batter Fred McGriff?

Johnson, who won the National League's pitching Triple Crown last season by leading in victories, strikeouts
and ERA, chose to face Jordan, which didn't surprise Jordan: "He's a competitor. He's not going to back down
from anyone."

Bad choice. Jordan nailed the first pitch into the left-field seats for a 3-0 lead. Johnson left in the seventh,
tagged for five runs and nine hits.

"It's lucky," Jordan said. "I've gotten a lot of broken-bat singles. He's one of those guys you get up for."
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