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Former Yankees slugger, and 2009 World Series
MVP, Hideki Matsui to retire

Matsui, nicknamed 'Godzilla' was the MVP of the 2009 World Series when he hit three
homers and knocked in eight runs while batting .615 with a 1.385 slugging percentage.
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BY ANTHONY MCCARRON / NEW YORK DAILY NEWS
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géc:;aeksl Matsui tips his cap to the Stadium crowd after being named MVP of the '09 World BlUGGlNG '[HE BUMBERS \2[1;;?:1
Cameras flashed as Hideki Matsui entered his retirement press RELATED Reactions to Hideki Matsui's retirement
conference Thursday at a midtown hotel, so maybe that's why STORIES from Hal Steinbrenner, Brian Cashman
. . . . . and Derek Jeter
his eyes were rimmed red a few minutes into his farewell. o ) )
. o _ Hideki Matsui always seemed as popular with the
* Losing Matsui is risky business Yankees as he was with fans. The team released
Or perhaps it was just the former Yankee star’s trip down his for Yanks statements from Hal Steinbrenner, Brian Cashman and

own personal baseline of memories that made him a little misty,
recalling how donning pinstripes was “one of the best things

that happened in my life” or talking with reverence about his « vankees' Robinson Cano exits
former manager in Japan, Shigeo Nagashima, who once urged 7-0 win over Tampa Bay Rays
him to be a player “like Joe DiMaggio.” after being hit by pitch in top

* The Score: Go Go Godzilla
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of ninth

After 10 years in Japan and 10 in the majors — seven with the
Yankees — Matsui said goodbye in front of about 15 television
cameras, 60 or so Japanese reporters, a handful of New York
media and a national audience in Japan, where the press
conference was being televised live as part of the Friday
morning commute.

* Hideki Matsui, former
Yankees World Series MVP,
signs minor league contract
with Tampa Bay Rays

powered .‘fnform

Matsui sat at a dais with flowers positioned in front of the microphones and spoke in Japanese for
about 13 minutes before taking any questions at the Kitano Hotel on the East Side. He started by
thanking fans and announcing he was retiring, according to Japanese reporters.

Though Matsui is only 38 — he might be considered young on the current Yankees — he said he
was leaving because he could no longer play the game at the level he wants and he knew it last
season when he fizzled with the Rays. After thinking it over this winter, he decided to retire, even
spurning offers from several teams inJapan.

During his talk, Matsui at times smiled and at times seemed rueful. He cracked up the room when
he said he didn't like to use the word “retirement” because he would still find time for pickup
baseball. He does not know what he's going to do next, though he noted he has plenty of time to
think about it.

Matsui, easily one of the best Japanese players ever to play in the majors, hit .292 and belted 140
homers and knocked in 597 runs in his seven years in pinstripes. He became the first Yankee to hit
a grand slam in his Yankee Stadium debut, but he is probably best remembered for his last game
as a Yankee, when he had six RBI in the clinching Game 6 of the '09 World Series victory over the
Phillies. Not surprisingly, Matsui was a unanimous choice for Series MVP.

Matsui said he will never forget that first game at the Stadium, that the “memory would always live
inside.” After some time in pinstripes, Matsui said, he felt like he became “part of the family” and his
love for New York was one reason he held the press conference here.

The Yankees always seemed to take an instant liking to him, too, one that lasts to this day.

“I've had a lot of teammates over the years with the Yankees, but | will always consider Hideki one
of my favorites,” Derek Jeter said in a statement released by the Yankees. “I have a lot of respect
for Hideki. He was someone we counted on a great deal and he’s a big reason why we became
world champions in 2009.”
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