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Japan beat UAE to win Olympic berth
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Japan beat UAE to win Olympic
berth

TOKYO: Striker Yoshito Okubo scored twice to help Japan beat the
United Arab Emirates 3-0 on Thursday in the Asian final qualifying round
to secure a berth in the Athens Olympics.

Japan finished top of the four-team Group B with four wins, one draw and
one defeat for 13 points, ahead of Bahrain with 11 points, the Emirates
with seven points and Lebanon on two.

Bahrain were on Thursday held to a 1-1 draw by Lebanon to finish
runners-up with three wins, two draws and a defeat. The Emirates had a 2-
1-3 record and Lebanon a 0-2-4.

O There was no easy match in these six games. My players got past these
difficult hurdles one by one and we came into today[] s match mentally
relaxed with an advantage (better goal differential). It resulted in this
victory,O said Japan coach Masakuni Yamamoto.

O | told my players that the ticket for Athens is free on the pitch at the
National Stadium. We were up 3-0 at the beginning of the second half,
then | heard that Bahrain were 1-1 and | felt we were sure of winning the
ticket.

http://thestar.com.my/news/story.asp?file=/2004/3/20/sports/7582996&sec=sports (1/3) [2004/03/21 0:27:42]
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Japan beat UAE to win Olympic berth

REJOICE: Japanese players celebrate after beating
the United Arab Emirates in the Asian qualifying
tournament for the Athens Olympics at the National
Stadium in Tokyo on Thursday. Japan booked a
ticket for the Olympics after a 3-0 victory over the
UAE.--APpic.

O I haven[d t thought about Athens yet, but if we keep severely competing
against each other and trying to improve, the technique, strategy, physical
conditions and all others will follow us,0 added Yamamoto.

Japan took an early lead when defender Daisuke Nasu jumped for a header
on a free kick by Yuki Abe from near the left corner in the 12th minute.

After missing a couple of chances, Japan made it 2-0 through Yoshito
Okubo, who cashed in on Abe s left corner.

Two minutes into the second half Okubo again netted in goal-mouth
confusion following another free kick.

In the 70th minute, a Tatsuya Tanaka shot in front of the goal hit the left
post and bounced off keeper Mohammed Ali Gholom while Tanaka and
Sota Hirayama missed another golden chance in the last 10 minutes.

Emirates had only one shot at goal in the first half through forward Rami
Yaslam in the 24th minute, while Ismail Mattar dribbled through to the left
edge of the area forcing Japanese keeper Takuto Hayashi to leave the goal
to save it in the 29th.

The Emirates, who had started the match with a narrow chance to finish
top, suffered a blow when ace striker Mattar recieved a red card in the
56th minute for kicking Okubo and was sent off.

For Japan, it will be their third straight appearance in the Olympics and
seventh overall. They also played in 1936, 1956, 1964 and won the bronze
medal in the Mexico Olympics in 1968.

UAEL s French coach Jean Francois Jodar said: [ This match clearly
showed the depth between the two teams, the difference of the level and
the athletes.

O Even if we had 11 players, it would have been difficult, and we were
forced to play with 10 players.

O It was exactly a 'mission impossibled . But we learned how far we must
improve our team through this tournament..0 [0 AFP
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