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香港・広東の渡航自粛勧告　ＳＡＲＳ感染拡大で／ＷＨＯ 

　【ロンドン＝飯塚恵
子】アジアを中心に広
がっている悪性肺炎
「重症急性呼吸器症候
群」（ＳＡＲＳ）につ
いて、世界保健機関
（ＷＨＯ）は２日、感
染経路が特定できない
まま感染者が広がって
いるとして、患者が多
く報告されている中国
広東省と香港への渡航
自粛を求める勧告（渡
航延期勧告）を発表し
た。ＷＨＯが特定地域
に渡航自粛勧告を出す
のは初めて。勧告に法
的な強制力はないが、
両地域に対する今回の
異例の措置は、東アジア経済だけでなく、現地の日系企業にも大きな影
響を与えそうだ。

　勧告は、ＷＨＯのヘイマン感染症対策部長がジュネーブで緊急記者会
見して発表した。香港について「ＳＡＲＳの症状を示す患者がなお急増
中」とし、広東省については「最大の患者数が出ており、なお広範囲に
わたって拡大している」と説明した。渡航自粛の期限は示していない。
ＷＨＯは毎日感染状況を分析する会議を開き、勧告解除のタイミングを
検討するという。

　ヘイマン部長は勧告の理由について、〈１〉ＳＡＲＳの感染経路がな
お不明〈２〉有効な治療法も見つかっていない――などを挙げたうえ
で、３月１５日からこれまでに、北京、タイ、シンガポールの３か所か
ら香港を訪れた渡航者９人がＳＡＲＳに感染したことが判明したためだ
と説明した。

　感染経路については「環境の中にウイルスを運ぶものがあるようだ。
空気ではなく、感染者が触れたりせきをしたりした場所や、上下水施設
などの可能性がある」と指摘し、さらに調査が必要だと述べた。

　ＷＨＯによると、２日現在のＳＡＲＳ感染者は１８か国・地域の計２
２２３人で、うち７８人が死亡した。このうち、香港は感染者が７０８
人（うち死亡１６人）、広東省を含む中国本土は１１９０人（同４６
人）。広東省では３月１か月間だけで、３６１人が発症したことが２
日、明らかになった。
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　ＳＡＲＳは、突然、呼吸困難や高熱、頭痛などの症状が出る。ＷＨＯ
は、勧告を発表すれば中国だけでなく国際社会全体の経済や社会にも影
響があるとして、慎重に検討してきた。

　２日朝も、国際航空運送協会（ＩＡＴＡ）やＷＨＯの地域事務所と事
前協議を行ったが、放置すればさらに感染拡大の恐れがあるとして、勧
告発表に踏み切った。〈関連記事３８・３９面〉

◇

　世界保健機関（ＷＨＯ）　世界の人々の保健衛生水準を向上させるこ
とを目的とした国連の専門機関で、１９２か国が加盟する。スイス・
ジュネーブに本部があり、１９４８年に発足した  ( 2003年4月3日付 　読
売新聞　無断転載禁止)
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Japan issues travel warning over SARS
Following the World Health Organization's lead, Japan issued a travel warning 
Thursday for Hong Kong and China's Guangdong Province and stepped up 
quarantine efforts at airports to guard against the spread of a deadly respiratory 
virus.

In announcing a set of measures to tackle severe acute respiratory syndrome, Chief 
Cabinet Secretary Yasuo Fukuda said no cases of the disease have been confirmed 
in Japan.

However, the government's top spokesman said 14 Japanese who have been 
overseas recently may be infected with the virus. Three are exhibiting symptoms of 
pneumonia, he added.

The Foreign Ministry's travel warning urges people to postpone "nonessential" trips 
to Hong Kong and Guangdong. A warning is the most serious travel advisory it can 
issue, short of a call for evacuation.

This marks the first time a travel warning has been issued over an infectious disease.

The warning also urges Japanese living or traveling in the areas to take preventive 
measures -- such as washing their hands, wearing masks and avoiding crowded 
areas -- and keep abreast of developments.

As another step, health authorities will distribute medical examination sheets to 
passengers on flights bound for Japan from Hong Kong and Guangdong, and 
strengthen quarantine at airports, Fukuda said.

The government also put SARS on its list of "new infectious diseases" under the 
Infectious Disease Law, which empowers medical authorities to forcibly hospitalize 
infected people.

Fukuda warned people to be on alert for SARS. "Although no infection has been 
confirmed in Japan, we urge citizens to be extremely careful."

He said the incubation period of the virus is believed to be between two and seven 
days. He added that those who have recently returned from overseas trips and have a 
fever of over 38 degrees, coupled with chills and muscle pain, should immediately 
see a doctor.

Relevant ministries, such as the foreign, health and transport ministries, will report 
about what steps they have taken or are planning at Friday's Cabinet meeting, 
Fukuda said.

As the WHO warning was issued Wednesday, there was criticism that the Foreign 
Ministry waited too long to issue its own.

"The Foreign Ministry wanted to issue the warning at once," Senior Vice Foreign 
Minister Toshimitsu Motegi said Thursday morning, indicating that it was the health 
ministry that dragged its heels in making a decision.

A separate ministry official blamed the health ministry's "bureaucratic 
preoccupation with clerical work" for the delay.

  
 Advanced search

  - Weekly
    News
    Roundup

  - Festivals
    in Japan

  - Movie listings 

 
Cartoons !

http://www.japantimes.com/cgi-bin/getarticle.pl5?nn20030404a1.htm (1/2) [2003/06/29 12:36:30]

http://www.japantimes.com/ads/to-sony5.htm
http://www.japantimes.com/ads/to-jttv.htm
http://www.japantimes.com/start.htm
http://www.japantimes.com/news.htm
http://www.japantimes.com/business.htm
http://www.japantimes.com/opinion.htm
http://www.japantimes.com/ric.htm
http://www.japantimes.com/arts.htm
http://www.japantimes.com/life.htm
http://www.japantimes.com/sports.htm
http://www.japantimes.com/cabinets.htm
http://www.japantimes.com/links.htm
http://www.japantimes.com/sales/subscribe-e-info.htm
http://www.japantimes.com/sales/subscribe-j-info.htm
http://www.japantimes.com/sales/aboutus.htm
http://www.japantimes.com/sales/contact.htm
http://www.japantimes.com/sales/advertising.htm
http://www.japantimes.com/sales/advertising-j.htm
http://www.japantimes.com/ads/to-shukan-st.htm
http://www.japantimes.com/ads/to-jtweekly.htm
http://www.japantimes.com/ads/to-jt-travel.htm
http://www.japantimes.com/ads/to-hotelnetwork.htm
http://www.japantimes.com/ads/to-bookclub.htm
http://www.japantimes.com/ads/to-interfm.htm
http://www.japantimes.com/ads/to-jobtimes.htm
http://www.japantimes.com/ads/to-elec.htm
http://www.japantimes.com/studyabroad/start.htm
http://www.japantimes.com/ads/to-iq3.htm
http://www.japantimes.com/ads/to-ha-businesslaw.htm
http://www.japantimes.com/ads/to-ispp.htm
http://www.japantimes.com/search.htm
http://www.japantimes.com/emailnews.htm
http://www.japantimes.com/wnr.htm
http://www.japantimes.com/wnr.htm
http://www.japantimes.com/wnr.htm
http://www.japantimes.com/festivals.htm
http://www.japantimes.com/festivals.htm
http://www.japantimes.com/movie.htm
http://www.japantimes.com/cartoons.htm
http://www.japantimes.com/cartoons.htm
http://www.japantimes.com/ads/to-hfw3.htm


The Japan Times Online

Health ministry officials in turn are blaming the Foreign Ministry for slowing the 
process out of fears that the warning would adversely affect the travel industry, 
sources said.

As of Oct. 1, there were roughly 26,000 Japanese residing in Hong Kong and about 
4,600 in Guangdong Province, according to the foreign ministry.
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