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Japan issuestravel warning over SARS

Following the World Health Organization's lead, Japan issued atravel warning
Thursday for Hong Kong and China's Guangdong Province and stepped up
quarantine efforts at airports to guard against the spread of a deadly respiratory

E-Mail Newsletter
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virus.

- Weekly
In announcing a set of measures to tackle severe acute respiratory syndrome, Chief News
Cabinet Secretary Y asuo Fukuda said no cases of the disease have been confirmed Roundup
in Japan.

- Festivals
However, the government's top spokesman said 14 Japanese who have been in Japan
overseas recently may be infected with the virus. Three are exhibiting symptoms of
pneumonia, he added. - Movie listings
The Foreign Ministry's travel warning urges people to postpone "nonessential” trips Cartoons!

to Hong Kong and Guangdong. A warning is the most serious travel advisory it can
issue, short of acall for evacuation.

This marks the first time atravel warning has been issued over an infectious disease. %
EFTRAEEIE !
% - M+7TF1

The warning also urges Japanese living or traveling in the areas to take preventive
measures -- such as washing their hands, wearing masks and avoiding crowded
areas -- and keep abreast of developments.

As another step, health authorities will distribute medical examination sheets to
passengers on flights bound for Japan from Hong Kong and Guangdong, and
strengthen quarantine at airports, Fukuda said.

T IRENBHS B

The government also put SARS oniitslist of "new infectious diseases" under the
Infectious Disease Law, which empowers medical authorities to forcibly hospitalize
infected people.

Fukuda warned people to be on alert for SARS. "Although no infection has been
confirmed in Japan, we urge citizens to be extremely careful.”

He said the incubation period of the virusis believed to be between two and seven
days. He added that those who have recently returned from overseas trips and have a
fever of over 38 degrees, coupled with chills and muscle pain, should immediately
see adoctor.

Relevant ministries, such as the foreign, health and transport ministries, will report
about what steps they have taken or are planning at Friday's Cabinet meeting,
Fukuda said.

Asthe WHO warning was issued Wednesday, there was criticism that the Foreign
Ministry waited too long to issue its own.

"The Foreign Ministry wanted to issue the warning at once," Senior Vice Foreign
Minister Toshimitsu Motegi said Thursday morning, indicating that it was the health
ministry that dragged its heelsin making a decision.

A separate ministry official blamed the health ministry's "bureaucratic
preoccupation with clerical work" for the delay.
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Health ministry officialsin turn are blaming the Foreign Ministry for slowing the
process out of fears that the warning would adversely affect the travel industry,
sources said.

Asof Oct. 1, there were roughly 26,000 Japanese residing in Hong Kong and about
4,600 in Guangdong Province, according to the foreign ministry.
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